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The Brattleboro & Whitehall Railroad 
company was formed with initial plans to 
run from Brattleboro, Vermont, to 
Whitehall, New York.  The Railroad only 
made it as far as South Londonderry and 
later became known as the West River 
Railroad.  The Railroad was a community 
sponsored project starting in the 1850s.  
The narrow gauge had many mishaps and 
became known as “The 36 Miles of 
Trouble.” A 1903 editorial called the 
trains "try-daily — they go down in the 
morning and try to get back at night.” By 
the 1930s, the West River Railroad was 
out of business.  Today, parts of the old 
railroad bed serve as a recreational hiking 
trail.
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The Newfane Railroad Depot was one of 
ten stations constructed along the West 
River Railroad (WRRR).  Construction 
on the Depot began in 1880.  It was 
designated as “the wood and water station 
for the narrow gauge, midway between 
Brattleboro and Jamaica.”  Today, the 
Newfane Station boasts one of the few 
remaining stations with the original water 
tank still standing.  

THE WEST RIVER RAILROAD

A BRIEF HISTORY
HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY OF 
WINDHAM 

COUNTY

Newfane Depot, Cemetery Hill Road,  Newfane Village

Photo by Porter Thayer

http://www.historicalsocietyofwindhamcounty.org
http://www.historicalsocietyofwindhamcounty.org


________________________________________
Name

_______________________________________
Address:  P.O. /Street

_______________________________________
Town/City

_______________________________________
Zip Code

_______________________________________
Phone

_______________________________________
E-mail

 Station Master          $________________
 Mile of Trouble         $________________
 Rusty Spike Society  $________________
 Try Daily Society      $________________

This donation is made in memory of:

_______________________________________________

Please complete and return this form with your 
check (made payable to Historical Society of 
Windham County) to:

The Historical Society 
of Windham County

Newfane Railroad Station
P.O. Box 246

Newfane, VT  05345

Donec arcu risus diam amet sit. Congue tortor cursus risus vestibulum commodo nisl, luctus 
augue amet quis aenean maecenas sit, donec velit iusto, morbi felis elit et nibh. Vestibulum 

volutpat dui lacus consectetuer, mauris at suspendisse, eu wisi rhoncus eget nibh velit.Station Master Society - $5,000 and up
The Station Master Society recognizes the 

generosity of corporations, foundations, institutions 
and individuals that support the Newfane Station 

acquisition and restoration with cumulative gifts of 
$5,000 and more.

Mile of  Trouble Society -$1,000  per mile
 This Society recognizes those who support the 

Newfane Station effort by adopting a mile (or more) 
of trouble at $1,000 per mile.

Rusty Spike Society - $100 - $999
The Rusty Spike Society recognizes those who 

support the Newfane Station effort with gifts of 
$100-$999.

Try Daily Society - up to $100
The Try Daily Society recognizes all donors who 
support the Station effort with gifts up to $100.

A L L  A B O A R D !
YES!  I want to help restore the 

Newfane Railroad Station to its original 
glory for generations to come!

YOUR GIFT  will support:

Phase I:   
Acquisition of the Newfane Station.

The Newfane Station comprises the old Railroad 
Depot and water tank built in 1880. Donations 
during Phase I will offset the property’s acquisition.

Phase II:  
Restoration of the Newfane Depot.

Restoration of the Depot will  allow for the use of 
the building as a Museum of West River Railroad, 
an annex of the Windham County Museum,  as well 
as a village gathering space.

Phase III:  
Restoration of the Station Tank House.

The Station’s Water Tank House will  be the final 
phase of the property restoration process.  It is 
likely that the Tank House is the only surviving 
structure of this type in Vermont. 

GIVING SOCIETIES
Each Society’s donor names will be displayed in the 

restored Railroad Depot.

All donations are tax-deductible.  
The Historical Society is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.
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